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Call for Participation: Academic Writing Retreat for Postgraduate Researchers
and Emerging Authors

The KwaZulu-Natal Amafa and Research Institute invites applications for
participation in a weeklong writing retreat aimed at supporting scholarly
output and advancing research for publication. This retreat is designed for:

¢ PhD candidates in the final stages of writing and postdoctoral
researchers,

e Researchers developing journal articles that have undergone peer
review and received feedback, and

e Authors preparing book manuscripts for publication.

Applicants should be individuals writing about KwaZulu-Natal and working in
the following or closely related fields: Heritage Studies, History, Anthropology,
Sociology, Archaeology, isiZulu, Onomastics, Culture, African Cosmology, or
other disciplines within the humanities and social sciences.

Venue

KwaZulu Cultural Museum (formerly Ondini, the Royal Palace/Great Place of
King Cetshwayo kaMpande), Ulundi, KwaZulu-Natal

Retreat Schedule

Arrival: Sunday, 13 July 2025
Programme: Monday, 14 July — Friday, 18 July 2025
Departure: Saturday, 19 July 2025

The writing retreat will provide a conducive and intellectually stimulating
environment for focused academic work, peer engagement, and scholarly
exchange. The programme will feature seminars, guest lectures, and curated
visits to significant heritage sites.

The KwaZulu-Natal Amafa and Research Institute will cover all domestic
travel, accommodation, and meals for successful applicants.

Application Requirements
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e A detailed letter of application outlining your current writing project
(journal artficle, PhD dissertation, or book manuscript), its relevance to
KwaZulu-Natal, and how the retreat will support your work

e Proof of current academic registration

e Certified copies of academic qualifications

e A current Curriculum Vitae (CV)

Application Deadline: Tuesday, 17 June 2025

Applications should be submitted to: Ms Nomvuselelo Gumede
Nomvuselelo.Gumede@amafainstitute.org.za
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